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The editors say:

IT wouldn't be nice of us to sort of fade out without saying a few

* thankyous to our manual labourers. Anyway, we mean them. Th-nks, Pete
¢ Taylor, for a start. Pete's the guy who did th& Tiorsework of printing
* and collating the 'zine, and deciphering our handwriting. This is tra-
ditionally a thankless job, but anyway, thanks.

Also thanks to the contributors and illustrators. We never seemed to
experience the lengendary difficulty in collecting material, it just
came when we asked for it. for this issue thanks to Harry Turncr, ed-
itor of a.most-beautiful fanzine called "ZENITH", who printed the cover
he did for us in a muoh better style than we could have done, and who
also did the illo to "SULIENCE-t"iUTION",

It is customary to thank the customers for buying and k~eping us fin-
ancially stable, although we're broke on it.

Goodbye,
o
Ken an D@#éa/
-~ C. 1+ O ©
UKGENT! The Wwhite Horse (now Globe) 'zine is at ‘present susmended -PT



WITH POTTER AND WOOD
'CX}?OUG}C BONNVINVGTONV ~

TONY THORNE

Seres Iotter and Vood,

I have lowsred mysslr sufficiently to stoop to
turning the enclosed out in & rars wad mwoment., You wgy consider
printing it (together with tnis note?) unless or course the pecul-
iar people who reed the rag are as woronic as yourselves, in which
case it would never be appreciated,

I believe your editor (or veassal) resides in London (I was
born there but I now sever all relationship with tha place - it's
contaminated), I have wislayed his address but I am sure you will
gend this on to hiwm with the usual daemend note you probably send
hiw every week,

o0

Yours patonisingly,

Well what did these frantical juniors do at the Con? Thoy
put on a play, - I think, ity they read it all backwards, but
~then, that state or wind cowes naturally to them, ({(Author's note-
If I get any interjuctions printod with this - i I get it printed
I'll sus the lot ox tnew), Howsver to give crudit whero it is due,
I must congratulats thew on thoir renmag Award idea, It was a no-
blo eifort end was quits wsll prossnted, 4 pity I thought, that
Waltsr ¥illis gave tho iwmprossion that the whole affair was of lit-
tls iwportencu, little wore than a chance to rope in a fow wors

subs, (I have had & sub in for nearly a year now for (UANDRY but

" have yet to recieve any other than the »ll-Willis Chicon raport
number!) However, on being roprimanded, he madse good his ommiss-
ion and gave the Juniors some well deserved thanks on behalf o.
Lee Hofrman and hiwself, The Juniors had a tabls at the Con of
courss, resplendent with artwork, copiss of PiRI, and swiped orig-
inals from Holland, feeling that something was wissing I modegst-
ly presentsd them with a small cheese that had been left over from
thoe kledway Lonoon Lunch on the Saturday, A fitting tribute I
thought, and well in keeping with the rest of the items on display,
However, for some reason they didn't appreciate the gesturse and
later I di covered the chesss on gur display. It went down well!,

dore than once I was 'honourod' by bsing asked to sit down at
their typowriter to knock out somsthing for tho next PARI, "Some-
thing funny," they said, "we've too much sesrious stuff already'"
Sasier seid than done! nsnyone can sit down and knock out sowstning
serious, but being runny is dirfficult; aiter all look at ths Job
the Juniors have themselves! anyway, I noticed Ken 3latar agit
down and have a go, but I couldn't, Ths very atmospheru at the Con
lei't we in a serious wood most of the time, The weuthsr didn't
help either, as it was so closs, I had a shocking nearly all day
Sunday, 48 a watter of fact, it got worse every time I approached

(1)



THE CO’ROT\}fCQ@,\J .

Deear Kon and Dave,

: dnclosed are my impressions of the Con, I found that
I couldn't manage to treat the thing lightheartedly, as I was too
disgusted with various things. Ths cavalier dismissal or ths 'Man-
con', the reierence to us as 'Ruddy Frovincials', thes badly arranged
timed and presentad programme, not to wention the fiasco of the al-
ternate programme, This attituds was pretty general, as you mnow,
and various r'sneds have sgreed that the times is now past when the
London doings can bs whitswashed, In other words, preisa is going
when and where due., I wyself have a hunch that thors is going to be
one big split in .andom and Con raports will start it, Anyway, read
the enclosed, and if it's not what you had in wind, sling it back
and you won't offend me, although I've tried to be impartial, Re-
gerds to you both, and I hope to see you at the Mancon,

Yours,

#irst of all, let me make one thing clear, this is not an off-
icial (?) report on the Coroncon, but msrely a .ew impressions of
the various activities which took place in and around the Bonnington
at convention weeksnd,

1 managed to get around to tha '“hite Horss' by 9-30 on the
Friday evening, where I recieved a cordial welcows Irom various
‘provincial' rans, including Jric Bentclirfo, idric Jones, Sandy
senderson, Brian Varley, cred Robinson, and others too numerous to
wontion, so mwany in fact were there, that my lousy memory just con't
recall hal. of them, Iy YOU don't get mentioned here, it's not be-
cause I want to forget you, but becauss I have a meuwory like a sieve,

Af'ter a littls whilse, ths Northern fans gathered in ono corner,
to leave a clsar field ror fred Robinson to blind averyone with his
photequipment. irad gcemed to be' spot welded to his camera during
the whole of the week-end, and I hate to think or the amount of cash
he must ha¥g _spent on r'lash bulbs and ifilwms, However, he should have
a darn good photographic record to show ror it, At about this time,
Walt Willis rolled in with Bea Mahaffey. The pair were immediataly
swamped, Walt due té his popularity, and Bea, not only for the same
reason, but because she lived up to her reputation, she can beat any
Bergey girl from a staending start, Someons introduced her around tha
Northern group, and she joined in like a trouper, This didn't last
very long however, as unboknown to Bea, a certain mewber or the gath-
ering who shall be forsver nameless, sent out a lieutenant to "rescue
the girl Irom thoss 'ruddy'provincials", Shortly af'ter this, the
gathoring broke up, and Bea sailed off into the night on the back of
somebody's motor bike, here again, I forget tha bloke's name, though
THROUGH DARKAST BONNINGTON cont from previous page,

..the Junior's stand, (Keep it dark but I neuralgia nervous bregk-

down, the first time I saw FiRI lNo.2,) Forhaps this meandsr of mem—

ories will satisfy the JF's, no doubt they'll find an odd corner for

it sowewhere, ai'ter all, I do with Their YiRIs, - Tony Blast Thornsa,
(3



I'm sure 1 ought to rewmember it,

Lext morning an attack was wade on ths new bronch of the ‘ant-
agy Book Centre, but we were foiled by & host oi movie stars and ex-
tras guarded by a technicolour camera, 4 film was being shot at the
end oi' the avenue irow the far end, but frustation was present in
the shape of an arw of the Law, 4 roturn was made to the Bonnington
in time for the 11-o-clock opening whicn took place prowptly at 11,45
vith rred Brown introducing ons or two people, and announcing a two-
hour break lor lunch, This lasted until 2-30, when vearious authors
various things, mostly condsmning sex and 3pillane in s-f', Amongst
these were Bill Tewple, Sam Youd, John Brunner., Ted Carnell was at
all times en excellent waster of ceremonies, rollowing the authors,
Dave Cohen acoused the Londoners ol apathy; unfortunately someonse
seewed to have put itching powder down Dave's neck, and his opening
remarks were lost in his head jerking and twitching, this didntt
matter really, as he said the same thing several tiwes in various
ways, He did however get his idsas across, the wain one being that
Northarn fans come to London Conventions, why do London fans ignore
those in the North? ired Brown attempted to prove that this was
due to lack of advance notification, ignoring the facts that (a) the
Hancon was advertised both orally end by poster at the London Con-
vention and the 'White Horsa', and (b) that Ted Tubb was even on the
progremme for the lianchester affair, At this Stage on the progreamme
gric Benteliffe pointed out that one Londoner had pointed out that
Manchaster was a trifle too far to travel, usric stated that the dig-
tance wus the same either way, as was the f'are, Mr Brown countered
this by pointing out that Menchester only held a one-day Con, Ferson-
ally I think he forgets the first onc day affair held in the 'ihite
Horse', liany Northern rens, mysslf included, travelled down to that,
and it was wuch inrerior to the Mancon,

The Junbor ranatics valiantly struggled to put on their own play
but were severly handicapped by a dropped script, and numerous inter-
ruptions, I got the iwmpression that they were rushed on unp: spared,
and shepherded off before they had finished, rollowing a dravn out
tea interval, a broadcast commentary written by Walt Willis end pro-
ducid by the London fens was presented, It was a real hit, It was
woll turned out in every respect, and had the audience in stitchas,
Bagically, master scientist Bert Campbell invented various *thinga hy
accident, culminating in a depilatory which, acting in ruverss, cau=
sed his board to grow so fast that lLondon was thrseatened and a state
of ewergancy declared, rresontud by various radio commontators, it
was a WOW! Various gamss ceamo nsxt, somshow I got all the sasy
quastions, and netted two prizes of 2/6 and & bob, (This was later
increased by the third prize of five bob for the X-word puzzls, thas
nettling Brian Varley, who only got Iive bob for the second prize),
4duthors appeared sgein after a suitable interval to answer questions,
Ted Tubb, witty as ever, claimed ta take new stuff from mags and re-
write it in better form, Sawm Youd-Christopher said he wouldn't
dream of doing such a thing, he always re-wrote old stories, Bart
Campbell wes breif, he pointed out that he couldn't discuss his con-
temporarioes, as being on such a high plane, he had none, Ken Bulwmer
recommendad taat f'or good s-f you should buy Bulwer, rsurther ques-
tioning showed that the authors believe that thers are mutants among
us, but we zeldow recognise them(f?r what they are, Unless the wmut-
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aticn is outctanding, cuch a3 a wingod cut, or a two-headed beby, wo
ara apt to overlock it Tag lusgt two exmamples wsre cited by Nobala
editor Fets Hewilton who spoke with a pleasant Jcoteh hrogue, parti-
nontly, and with no trace oi condsscension, Ons Jen had the silly
idea oi asking keter to discloss his circulation rigure he hoped to
attain next year, At this stege, Ted Carnell lseped to leter's
rescus, but Petsr nesded no help, hiu answer was: "I hops to attain
the largest poasibls one!" At this point, let ws recosd wy appro-
ciation oi a very nirty (end thoughtiul) pisce oi work by Ted Car-
nall, On rirst reaching the platiorm, Foter Hamilton explained he
had just recovered irow a nasty throat infection, and would there-
fore rather answer questions rrom the audisnce, than talk, Poter
waited, and what could have bsen a very painrul silence frow the au-
dience, was scotched by Ted Carnell, He steppsd into ths breach and
swoothly snot a row or his own until the boys warmed up and started
to pepper Pster, Tad Tubb rsad the 'intor editor corruspondance,
an itom complsetely lacking in lif's, go much so, that aven Tad didn't
soow interestod. Next came the auction, followed by a progromme of
dencing which didn't taks place, and things faded out, until a group
oi bods gathored in srank Milnes roowm at tho Bonnington, I can't
rowomber all prosent, but I'll do my bsst. K,S,, Bentcliffe, 'fsodal,
shorrock, Jonss, end mysslr, There was also ons very plseasant cheap
prasent, I sat noxt to hiw on _rank's bod but for tho lifu of mu I
con't remswber his nemv. Anywey, a'sosh' bogan, and at 12-30 a por-
tor came in with a complaint, nothing daunted, wo woved to somsond
olsc'a room, At 1-30, the hoad porter arrived, so wo moved sgein,
and at sowowhors around two a,m, another portur arrivod end was sqar=
od with a largs slug of whisky, Yot anothur appuearad on tho scuns so
a wove wa3 wade to Ken 5later's room, 3omehow only three of us arri-

ved there, the rest had gone up the firs-sscape in search of psaco,
and organised tine ROOLCON, Gathering bottlss, we got off in search

of thew, but ran ioul oi a porter on the second floor, Finding I was
staying at another hotel, he argued'with us fr~m & quarter to three
until hali™-pest, at which time the party rolded, both on the stairs,
and the roof also, and slesp was in order,

Convention Junday's programwe boasted of two halls, but thoy
were not both used, Ted Tubb railed to apyear Ior the first item,

80 nothing took place Irom 11am until 2-45, when the winners of the
Fontasy award were read out, lans were accuged ol apathy in not su-
pporting the thing, »rersonally, I don't blaws 'sw, ' hnve no say
in the thing, but all we ars supposed to do is send donatinns, and
hear the winner read out, Thers was no presontation; as the traphies
were not roady,. Yo Gods, a whole ysar to prepars, and then thoy say
that the Northernors snould start con procesdings sarly!

Gomas wore on the progrPmme, so wo had one, Thon Bert Cempball
gove a brillient act as a scientist lecturing on spacso-travel, ably
assisted by somoona whoss disguise I failed to penotrats, However,
it was GOCD, Later, we had a ballet, also presented by the Londonurs
ond this was also GOOD, That brought the total up to thrse GOOD
itams Tor the vwhols wouk-snd, Last ol all cams the auction, vary
obly menugsed by Ksn Slater, owing to the obssnce oi' Ted Tubb, Oh Yos
the altornative progrumwe in tno swall hall, tnis took the rorm of a
play (actually, Terry, it was a krazy show of' sorts, PT) produced by
tho Medway boys, the liveliest group in fandouw, ( cont over paga)
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CONVENTION thought:s

At the convention we wayleysd certain poople frow time to time, and
cudgelled them into sitting at our typer for a few minuteas,
This is what we got,

00‘.....-.'ll.l...l........l...'...l.llo...ll..l.'.‘.ll.bl.

FRED ROBINSCN (#IRST DAY),

1've baen shenghied into typing this impression of the con by
the members of' the Junior rfanatics, I warn you that it is boing wri-
tten under the influence of.., well, under the influence onyway,

liow then, what do I think of the con so far? Quite frankly, not
a great deal, Apart from the one or two highlights I think myseli
that it is far too serious and thereiore far too dull, The fact that
several prominent fens have voiced siwmilar opinions tends to prove
that this is not a lone idea, It is difficult to pin dowm the roason
but somehow the procsedings do not seew to have come to life for any
length of' time without elmost imwediatsly lapsing back into dull dis-
cusaions on policy, etc, Quite frankly, I'm inclined to think
that the con is too much pro, and not enough con {ouch, I should have
said fun), Thers has been a lot of hsated discussion on the subject
of' next years con-site, May I suggest that ons way out of the dead-
lock would bs to hold the usual full scale con orgenised and run
largely by the pros in ths London Circls, and have another Fancon
elsewhere at a different time, This is being done in the States,
where there the annual Vorldeon is run and financed largely by pros
and also the Midwestoon, run and produced by and for fans, The fact
that both are a success is a good indication or the usefulness of
this policy. So much for impressions formed at seven p,m, on Sat-
urdoy, and as I said earlier under somswhat ghulish circumstances,
what I wey think towmorow at this time I haven't the faintest idea,
However, I sincerly hops that thimgs will buck up & bit,

Lot's have some fun, FANFUN ~V' 7y Tz

= \Jy " -rRsD ROBINSON

‘:-/".’ I;{’I_-:T'I" : <N
T wpive thousand crodita.®  Luoy did not hesitote. ..o

© 0000 0000000000000 °°00000000000006000004s0000PECLLIENOCOOIOGNIEENLIOICOEOOIOGOEOEEOCEEOSIES

}Weapon Shops of' Isher - van Vogt,
I

TH.s CORUNCON cont.frouw provious paga. b e

I hoar it was good, but I was busy up in the large hall, and missed
it, That was the end o:s the altornative prograwwme in tao swall hall,
I would liks to have kopt this account more light and huwourous, but

it's difuicult to bo cheerful ovsr dead bodiss, This yoar!s Con was
buttor thun last ysar's, but not wuch, the biggest lift ocaws {rom
weoting fellow Jon, I loave you with this thought,

'"MANCHSSTQR IN 54! -TARRY JIIVES
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o#R.sD ROBINSON (34CCKD DAY,

Tie Junior Panatics hava hinted protty strongly that I should
add to my rathor pessewistic comments of yusterduy, wmy comments on
the svents or today, and as I have several things, I wolcows the
opportunity. Unfortunately I don't have ths time to make any leng-
thy rsmarks, howaver hers goes,

2irstly, I'm tremendously onthusiastic about tne Fan type itsus
on the programme today, Tributs I resl, should be paid in large
measure to Bert Cawmpbell I'or the terrific eirTorts he has put in to
getting the Mad Scisntist sketch, the ballst, and other items which
he has not only participated in, but also in :iact largely organised,
During ths day, it is true, there wera iar too wany gaps and delays
otc, but this cannot be blamed entirsly on thse cowmmittes, it was
dus mainly to participants in various items failing to bo punctusl,
Things on the whols have gons oii batter today than I sexpected them
to do, 1In r'act on the whols I don't think any i'ans alsewhere could
do better,.possibly I'm wrong in this - I hope I awm ror tins sake of
iuture conventions, However, thinking it over I still think there
is a lot to be said ror the two seperats cons idea, ons run, and
ons pro - ir anyone other than pros would go to & krocon thnat is,

Ons thing 1 will say derinatsly, and that is that the parties
thet ars going on ai'tsr hours tnis ysar ars tns bost idea that ovar
hit Angloi'endow, No one could pogsibly describe thww adsquatoly,
and on this I cen speak with sowe knowledge, as personally I am
still in the trancs I went into at gsome ghodawful hour this morn-
ing, when hslping Buort Cempbell and others to lovitats a ceardboard
box, I'm still not convinced that we did not succseed, Roll on
tonight,....but Oh Ghu - towworrow.

-1RAD ROBINSON,
hicbheerhicbheerhicbhearhicbheerhicbheerhicbhesrhicbhesrhicbhesrhi
AND NOW,,...

...Wd bring you some miscellansous chat from whomsoevar cams within
striking rangs of our typsbashering wotsit. A pair ol spectacles
closoly rollowed by an Irish brogue suid;

'T don't want to write a con report., I want to writs f'or thrae
cants a word,'

- James white. (whow GHU crush)

Who was that anne Droid I saw you with last plight? ( to the HIRO)

© 9 00 0 0 0 00 0000600000000 00000 0000000000600 00000000000000600¢0006000s00060e00

WHO'S THIS?

Liot being a rull-time fan myself, I'w hardly qualified to
support srad's views on cons such as this one being too wuch pro
and too little Tfan, jince it is wy sole ambition in lii's to be-
come one of the pros which he appsars to disapprove oI so heartily,
I wish to echo Jamus ihite,

Little 3ir echo having duly echoed,,.No, I like cons to be a
pixturs oi the sorious and the awmusing as well, It's all very sell
for the people who can ariord the time to visit clubs or tne London
Circle rezgularly (the London Circle is not a club) but I come to a
con not to talk puns (I can orack thew anytime, and usually do, no

(7)



matter whothor it's the rignt tiwe or nci) but to shers viesws on
sf, end si’ is not all funny,

Therefore: I am willing to accept the sowswhat buwbling hy-
bridism ¢ & con like tnis ror the saks of the fact that I got
both fan-run (see rfred) and pro-iun ir I reel liks it,

- JOHN BRUNN.R
o-Oclo.-sny;j-.él:liz:::::::ooonoooluol.:btllo.ooo..o--ocnotl..ncn.oa.o

© 080 000000000000 000000000000000060000000000000600060000000060cb00obooeacs

I reruse to type anything so callsd wittily on this con,
I am hsartily sick of tha way it is - er - orgenised, I am typ-
ing this during a two-minute int.rval which started at seven,
It is now a quartsor to eight, No further comment on the con-
committee is necesasary.
= DaNIS GIORD
hre you SJLLING thet copy of Amazing????92222227992992992229290009

OFiRATION FANBLAST!

This convention is the first large con I've wanaged to arr-
ive at, kreposition. I thoroughly enjoyed all the gups in thae
progremme, orificial and otherwise, which onabled woe to meet sav-
eral thousand tolks who hava bs:n but signatures on letters to
me previously, I think the 'ssveral thousands' wust bae wrong,
and can only sccount ior the numburs by thne fact that I wust have
mat several people ssveral tiwes, Ths quite excellant bar por-
heps accounts ror that in part, Yart bssr and part whisky,

srankly, also, I have very littls idea or knowledge oi what
took place in the ofiicial parts of the programms, I anjoyad
the buisnuss of tho beard, the blooming blondes in th: blushing
ballst, thse insight into thu activitius of thu B,I.5,, the sun-
dry addrassoz by various authors and othars - particuarly the
hon.at uxprossions ol Nic Oostorbaan, who is the firat ADLOLST
have wet to openly adwit he is intsrested in the wonay = hs
wants to cash in - I wish hiw luck ! Jowo of the addresses I
wissed - I didn't got Bea Maharisy's, but anyway it would be a
bit far to travel, and Joyce might objsct at that,

I could say a lot mors, to vven loss point, but I haar a
call, Rathor like a cork popping out of a bottle - must be Tod
Tubb - I shall go and investigato - fare thoo Woll,..vveeuseens

- KiN 5SLAT.UR

€ 08 06000000 00000000000C 000000000000 000000000000000000600060600e06060s
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W

e UPON - -

by - BUB BLOCH

At Indian Leke, near Bellerfontaine

Despite the bitter cold and raine

‘lithin the halls oi Hotel Beatley

ilare puacked eight-score oi fans quite neatley.
The Midwestcon was the occasion.

For a turnout quits amazion,

Ffor gossip, fangabs and plain talk

They came from Claveland end New Yalk,

From Chicago and Dstroit

They roée by day and rode by noight
To hear tno reknowned Arthur Clarke j
(iMhose bite is far worse than his berke) ,
Sponsored by Don rord and Doc Barrett

This ennual weeting hag much merett

Although this year Bea lichaffey

les not thsero to display her chassey,

The. Southarn fans, with thoir “hite Mule

Caused sows to retch and sows to drula;

Tha northern bunch wmostly played poker

(Tho favourite sport ot Wilson Tolker)

Wnils huckstors Greenburg, Gold and Xyla

Looksd on with condescanding smyle

and r'ens like Shapiro and @llison [~
Sought for food to sturf thoir bollivs on, [i=
But the two days passsd much too quickly l
'dro Monduy's sun rogu pals amd suickly

To spued departurss at the breek

0L dawn ovor Indian Loak.

Next yoar, though, we msot again

And invite all you Bnglish fein

To Journuy ovar fjord and bayou

And join us down thers in Ohayou!

-- Robert Bloch

Dty SCON
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- WALT® WILLIS

jusrsring as I am i1row gafia (tnis is suffering?) I wouldn't
be writing this at «ll it it wasn't ior a bloke called Yets Tuy-
lor, who sesws to be thy brains benind Ken Fotter (no ‘Jalt, Xon
ig the brains behind Ken, arsn't you Ken? Sure em suh, sure om),
He buttonholed ws at the Convention and, pointing at the type-
writer which Bert Campbell had evidantly smugglsd in his beard
{(he weers his hair in platens) esked me nicsly to write my iwpres-
ions of the proceedings, This was the worst thing that hud happ-
ened to me since Hal shapiro came up to me at the Chicon and said:
"30 you're Willis? Well scintillate'" I got out of it that time
by protesting th:t I couldn't be expected to kesp it up longer
than seven o'clock and while he was working thot out I wads my es-
cape, loo¥ing for soweons who would be prepared to talk quictly
aebout goldfish, However, this tiwe thers seemed to be no way of
concoaling the fuct that Bob Shaw and Philip Wylie write all my
waterial other tnan prowising to send sowathing when I got howe,
So hers it is. Not about the convention, bacause I don't still
feal up to describing adequately that amezing, exhausting, end in-
credible afiair, but ths aftermaths,

By that I mean mainly those interesting figures that the Con-
vontion Comiittas kesp strictly to tuewselvas, No, not Bea Mahaf-
I'sy, tnough I do huer that Bart Cawpbell is gstting it in tns neck
- or will bs when they can iind his neck - ror kouping Bea to him-
salf during the Con, By the way, I hear that I'w also being cri-
ticiged ior rushing hor through Liverpool and ignoring Mancnester
altogother, Woll, listen you wolves in shesp's clothing, wd pub-
lishad the dato and place oI Bea's arrival in Jurope in Hyphen as
far baock as last february, but tne only invitation we gpt from
Anglish fensg was a post-card I'row Liverpool two days borors wo sei-
lad for inglend, rrom iManchsster not aven a ticket for a tour of
the biscuit ractory., '“hat was I supposed to do? Circularise Brit-
fendow with an illustrated catzlogue of Buwa's attractions and ask
iy anyone wantad hor? Or teke her on an unsolicited lecher tour of
Nortiern ingland?

But to got back to the financial statement, British Convent-
jon Jowwittees never publish thess, and when Xen 3later dared to
ask why he was promptly slap.od on tho wrist by Ving Clarke, who
asked why should they any wore then OPZARATION ~fANTAST, This is
reagonabls enough I supposse, sincs & Convention isn't a chaterad
couwpany with sharsholdsrs - us - liable to recoup losses as well
as share profits, but it would be helpiul to embitious provincials
groups if' they could have tho adventuge of lsarning frow the Lon-
don Circle's experience, Thys is why you'll probably bo intarest-
ed in the following letter frow Fred Browm, which is,I think, by
way oi baing a sort of publig statemont,

"Jo really did maks & tremendous sifort to iwprovs the Con-
vention, ‘'leeks of work wsent into the ballet, the Mad Scien-
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tists Lecture, ths robot play, and ths saveral other hizh spots,
Whathnar wo snall arrange anotnsr London Convention in 194 iz a
watter of dubate, /e are all suffering rrom conventionitis in a
wory or less acute rorw, This, as you are probably aware, is a
form of fatigue cowbined with a sewi-dslirium whenever the word
‘convention is mentioned. It requires a cowplets isolation for a
cure and lashings ol beer, Incidentally, ws only just clearod
the cost of the Convention, ‘e did not, of coursse, intend to
wake any cash out of it, but we had several anxious mowsents whan
wo found how close things were,
4nother curious thing we discovered was that owing to so many
people sending in tieir money at the last momont (ie'. paying at
ths door) we could not have puid ror the hirs of the proJector
and filw DASTINATION MOON even i:' the LCC had allowsd it to go
on, This probably points out a wmoral oF two about catching your
bird before you cook it, but as you can ses, if Convention goers
aron't prepared to pay up in advence, then the programms suiiers
So far as 1954 is concerned, the committes fsel that there
are several factors to be considered, We wanted this yosar's
Convention to be hold in London as we folt it was the right and
proper place when the Coronation was only a week later, o hava,
howavor, brought off thres successive conventions; other groups
are prvssing for the sole rights to tho annual gattogothor; and
having experienced tho 'swsut, toil, and tears' of thase past
three ysars with little to show for it axcoupt the thought that
wo did our bost for fandom, wo aro now inelinud to pess thu bag
(a vory owpty onu, I'm airaid) on to ons of tho groups who have
8Xprussed the wish for .a convuntion in a town othor than London,
In othoer words, ii anothor town decides on a Convention site in
wWhitsun, 1954, wo shall probebly drop the idea of a Lonecon,"

Well, sinco PFrud wrote that lotter, tho NSPC have announcod the
SUPARMANCON ior next Whit, so it svums thoro will be no convon-.
tion in London naxt yoar wnd that ths National GConvention will
buv huld in Llancheter, It will be very inturesting to sou what
it's liks and whuthor tho Northorners who have boun so bitterly
criticising tho London Cirolu's uiforts can do any butter thom-
salves, bearing in mind that according to the tustimony of Frod
Brown tha Coroncon just broke sven and that thoy didn't havs to
pay ror a film progromme, nor the spuctacular extravagunzas put
on by the Junior Fanatics ('ray, 'ray, KP,D¥,PT) and tho Medway
Group,

As ovoryons who wag at tho Convention knows, thore hugs
baen sot up a Two-Way Transatluntic fan Fund to hslp British
rans to attond an American Convention and an Amoricon Fans to
attond a British ono, Tho immodiatse aim is to supplomunt tho
rund alroady started in Amsrica to bring a British r'un to tha
US Convontion noxt ysar and it stands a protty good chance of
succass, ir overyono will help, Tho smallest contribution
will bo gratefully recioved by me at 170 UPEiR NZWTOVNARDS RD,,
BALFAST, N IRJLAND, and =1ill bo eclnowlogud in ths ian press,
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The state of the fund in Britain is now (13th July 1y53) as
follows;
Trocesds of auction &t COrONCON...eeeesesssdd " 11 "5
3ale of ballot tickets at Coroncon.....eeeexd " 2" 0
£An1 "

We also have to choose the fun who we think should go. Things
to be considered are, his services to fandow, writing or spesking
obility, personal qualities, and how well he is known in Awmerica,
but any fan cen be nouinated, ‘'hen all the nowinations are in I
will -rite to all thoss candiduates, and fin out wnich oi them
could go if they were chosen., rcrom these, the lucky one will be
chosen by vote ot thoss -ho mwads a cortain contribution to the
Pund,

30 got those nowinations in to we as soon as possibla,
The cloasing dats is the 31st October, or the last day of the
month in which this issuo of r.RI cowos out, whicrkever is the
lator, (Gertcha! KP, ote) Ii it never cowes out at all, Just
don't bother, (Gertcha agin! .o Three)

-%* finis *-
'5aVAaiTH P allDOw!
"King Charles the rirst was welldng and telking half en

hour aiter his head was cut off,"
vees.But no ons cualled him Cherles tho Second.....

thesitiiidgd sessastsaRNLNIINIIINLNLLIONLIALINILIILINS

rotter and Wood have.a lot to say farther on in thigch
: $iiitiseigrIoCEITILIILEROIL AL EILIVANLL]S:
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" .50 vhat do we do? Toss For it?.,."
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POST PICKINGS -

'THS TRUTH WILL OUT' A3 THs SAYING G045, BUT Wa TARS NO R&SFAISIB-
ILITY FOR LOOKING THs OTH.R WAY WHAN Wi REFRODUCE TH.S sOLLOWING, , ,
Dear Ken end Dava,
4 certain Mr, Brown writes in the second issue of

FZRI on topics of convention, In his letter he mentions, and I
quote,, ,"In 1953 we shall stage a play", and later, ..."also sowe
Fentasy films which will bs g surprigs “ .

tiow I do not want ur, Brown (may I call you rfred??) to think
that I am arter hig blood, on the contrary I believs that he vas
one ol' the fuw (vory fow) members of the London convention coummitt-
88 who really tried to koop things going, Ths reason I am aiming
thege few “ords at him is that hs is one of the few (very dew)
Londonites (sounds na2arly as bad as provincials) who ons can count
on for any reaction, ;o - I would like the aforsssnid Mr, Browm to
tell we what happened to these two items he mentioned ~ith such
pride, Hope to guec you at the SUPIRMANCON ired

Bast of luck

tho culprit signa himsulf.,,,..,,,...........dRIG BANTOLIsHS,

—-x

To introduce the incradible pisce which appears ovar the page (now
no snoaking a gluncos yet, control yassli ror & whils) - cun harg-
ly do bottur than allow tho author to speak - so hore, .,
Dear Youngfon,

I spent thes svening trying to cancel my holiday, o
that I could spund two ks reully vorking on something TERRINIC,
on gsomething that would be worthy of PRI, on somathing complotaly
original, The unclosed opug is all thegs thing; and mora, but
Ididn't write it all wyself, Ving Clerke did a veras or two also,

IT you are shocked ; horrifiud or Juat don't liko it, plougo
gend it back promptly, along with my unoXpiraed subseription, your
duopest apologiss and Duve Wood's houd on a salver, (trloaso pack
caruiully) ., 1 do not oncloss a stumpud, addressed snvaolopu,

- this is not just dus to wy suparb gelf-confidencas, (dltho' I am
that way, of course), or to my usual luck or fundy, - th, only
roagon is thut I diusliks making innovations, If I started it, dn
no time at all, you'd have overybody sending stamps with their MSS,
This would be a Begd Thing, This poem should not be taken ag
the truth, Two of the stronger verses have no basigs oi' fact what-
soever, and are includad purely, {if you can call them that) on
their artistic werit, See that my name is spelt correctly,
and in Large Letters, This would be & 1ot longer, but it
ould only be 'msted effort, - nobody (thig includes me) hag yat
been able to decipher my hand-riting end, addsd to that, I'm par-
perfectly cortain that niasther of you can read, SR e

Sver Thine, "Chuck" (Harris)
PS5, And ~hat did 7th randow dia gof? YOU CAN TWRN OViR Now



By - "chuck" harris, agsisted by - viig SLARKY, himself,

It was a dirty, dull, and diswal-looking ileapit,

‘1th en atwosphsrs to waks the svnses apin, !
Just & don of diussipation, filled by tine Iwegi-natio
and thelr riity-seven diffsrent sort ol' sins,
from ths dianetics ssssion in the celler

AW
To the peralytic drunks in one-o-threg, &)
Through ths Con-Couwwittss's Tailure, one¢ gigsntic saturnalia q
showed that scisnce-fiction fasng wore on the sproe , MR @A

¢
Ken Slater hold a Black liass in tus lobby, W P N
/ = E

(The cowwissionaire was ankle degy in gore) N Sz 2
And in the wezzanins, there was Sowsthing grayish-groen hZ | | )2(
Squirwing bonslessly upon the parquet iloor, %\ Z .

{“
Campball was found with Chluthu in the "Ladies", & 7
Preparing ior a ghastly pagan rits, BN ’

L S
=== 'Tis said the horrid scinsue was both unatural 5;1:3 ob con
Lavolving lLisheifoy and Wiliis, ‘iood, und nite, @2@;4

Ted Tubb was gelling virgins at an auction, @ﬂ(h A2
--And every ons was fully guaranteed, 71 47: v oA
Abovs the fronziad bidding, you could hear the fukaf&ns(lgidding,
that the innovation filled a long-felt neud, {° -

+rad Robinson was taking pics for blackuwail, w3 ;
tho iladway wob wure rlogging Irilthy pluquos, N
and out upon tno roos, uric Bunteliff's, (it's tho Truth!

Hus sturling bodios dom the cuiwnoy stacks, ’

Anthropophagy was roigning in the kitchon,

Thoy sorved up Burgoss with an appls in his gob, : ,
{Ho was cookud cowplotuly nudu,-- you could have him bakd‘_pd stewaa
T== Or svon in a Burgassburger for a bob,) :

H

Willis was stualing jokss Troam Abnorwm /ansboro!
Duncowbs vas paralytic on the floor,
‘hilst Boa iahuffoy, without shrinking, altournated drugs ond drinking,
"iith shouting bady bellads by thu door, A 4 ,ﬁ%gé,
"..'.--’
Thero wos wurder, thors was ropins, thore was pillugo,
_____ And a host of other things o cannot t41l, :
You way reiss your hande in horror, <A é{é} WRANING L
Noithor jodow nor Gowmorrah, ,5 this 'orrid ode (5
Had &« thing 7
Upon
Tho Bonnington

NG hacked in boms-
/) \blud by -- 3k (
‘ harris chuck & .

(
\ /clurks ving,,..
S . |




[ AMANT ON THSL T ASSING or

_—
IXTH }231 NDO X

Illo'd by }T, By - Xen Potter

It is wy strong conviction 38T
That in the field of science-fiction '
The body known as sixth randow has had its day,
So it way peay .
To make some notes at randow

On this alorementionsd sixth fandom
And make it clear

Here

Wh Y

I

say

They

Are all senile and done,

The pun

Is mosgt certuinly on the way out
The glorious seventh randow will very soon put its dastardly
enaemies to rout,

At The Loncon

Ons

Whose name I will not mention
Had sactually brought with him to the oonventlo?;~
A woeapon ol consideruble power

) ?‘:;;
able to shower %l \( ;
Yater fﬁéég %
Which shouldn't oughter

Be aseun awongst those who are niether Juvenlle
Nor senile
Anotnar

Brother

Of the foul crew
‘tho

I shall not nams
With the sams
Sort of idiotic whiw

Had with him /’ 2\ T\
A boanio cowplete with helicopter and swall bells/gd springs 3@”
Such things f‘ Py
Are not to bo associatsed with serious and genstructlve f'anning

And therefore deserve a severe panning,
5lant, Juandr , Hyphen, and jcienco Fantasy News are vapid,
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And deserve rapid
Condemnation irow thinking fen
When
They could print articles, to get frow the massos T'avourabls juri-
sdiction
ror scisnce-fiction ;
they go
Pogog
At lunch
1 suppose they can find nothing wore edifying to discuss than the
nabits and lirc of ths grunch
And although
I haven' ths raintest idea what a grunchis, and would likse to know
this strikes we
As particularly silly foolesry,
One or thow
A cortain fowmme
saneditor from rort Liudge
Although, against Robert Bloch, she has no kmown personal grudge
Accused him of being liickey Spillane,
Which is, as I shall doubtluss have to point out sguin and again
Absurd
A word
from Bloch hiwgslf' in a lutter to sowoons callud tho Boll Yloavil
Heaa shown that whatsvor his roputation, Robort is not that ovil
Bosides, hs vary probably has no timws to %eap upon hiwself such
glorias
3ince I have disooverad that he edits Amazing Storiss,
One of a coertain three
Frow Belrfasgt, who particularly mystify mo
Has evolved a mathod of annoying
fand ona knows, and toying
With their norvaes until they urs driven bagork,
Mr, Shaw must havo put a good doal of work
Into this fanmanship,
which so officiontly, to put it crudely, givas anyons at whom it
is directud, the pip,
But which does scivnce-fiction no lasting good
And thorofore way as woell be classed as crud,
Poopls who ca entor into long end cowplicatud correspondence on
steam calliopes
Are few and far betweon, one hopss,
It is obvious that those who harbour the impogssible droeam
Of' fully harnsssing the power of steam
Ara cranks
And dosorve from those of us with intelloot, no thanks
for thuir fanzinag,
Which are not worth a very small awmount of buscns,
frionds, these mun arv through, and it ig only surioua journaly
such ag PRI
‘hich must hurry to £ill the broesch
And teach
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